Abstrak
In the teaching of Islam learning already begins since childhood.
Islam teaches its followers to seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave, which means that the obligation to seek knowledge must begin during the childhood time and continues until death in accordance with a popular saying in the Islamic world:
"Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave". 3 It is amazing that Islam is keen on educating its followers to continue to pursue knowledge without any regard for the age limit. As long as they can still enjoy life, as long as they can still breathe the air, as long as they can still move, it means they must pursue knowledge. Therefore, as soon as a child is born into this world parents start to teach their children various skills, concepts, and methods appropriate to his or her age. A hadith mentions the obligation to study:
"Seeking knowledge is an obligation for every Muslim male and female." 4
In Islam it is also said that "whoever travels in search of knowledge then Allah will make it easy for him to reach heaven". It is remarkable that a ____________ 1 Abudin Nata, Manajemen Pendidikan : Mengatasi Kelemahan Pendidikan Islam di Indonesia, (Jakarta, Prenada Media, 2003) person who constantly pursues knowledge will be rewarded with heaven.
Therefore, knowledge seeking in Islam is religiously motivated. It is a way to please Allah and a way for human beings to go to heaven.
Lifelong education is a concept of continuous learning from the cradle to the end of life, in line with the phases (stages) of human development.
Each phase during the development of an individual must be filled with learning. In order to fulfill this developmental task, a learning process has to begin from childhood until the end of life. By continuously learning, one will be continuously relevant and productive throughout his or her life time.
The concept of lifelong learning or also known as lifelong education is applicable anywhere, starting from childhood, adolescence, adulthood, up to old ages. Lifelong learning can be carried out in formal institutions, such as kindergarten, primary school, junior high school, upper school or vocational school, and college. It can also be in the form of non-formal educational activities, such as training, study groups, games, etc. 5
From the above elaboration, the author concludes that people are the most important element of education. Even education itself in its most basic meaning is none other than an effort devoted to helping people, exposing and discovering the secrets of nature, cultivating talents and directing human tendencies for the good of self and society. It ends with the enactment of socially and psychologically desired changes and attitudes to a happier and more meaningful life.
B. Discussion
Lifelong education is based on the concept that all individuals should have a systemic opportunity, organized for "instruction", study and "learning" at every opportunity. This shows that education takes place indefinitely from birth until death. Besides, Islam also teaches us to learn not only qauliyah verses, but also kauniyah verses, or events around us. So it is clear that lifelong education is very true in our lives.
In the current era of globalization, quality education is seen as a briefing activity in humans to welcome change and development. The present world civilization, as a whole, is in a global order sustained by the development of communications, transformation and information technology. 6 The development of science and technology brings a positive influence, because it can easily solve various problems. But at the same time it also brings a negative influence, because it can create a huge gap in people's lives. Today's modern society, including the Indonesian society, is facing a very rapid development in terms of science and technology capable of affecting the problems of life substance. The Indonesian nation is a nation whose society is very plural, because this nation is an archipelagic country with the largest number of islands in the world with a variety of tribes, languages, customs and cultures that occupy it. who is faithful and knowledgeable so that he or she can carry out their mission as a caliph who is capable of managing nature with full dedication to the creator.
Islamic education is continuous and unlimited by time and place, because education is an endless process (Lifelong Education). So education is dynamic and progressive in following the needs of students. The principle of lifelong education revolves around the idea that education is a continuous process, which begins since a person is born and ends when he or she dies.
This educational process includes informal, non-formal and formal forms of learning, both within the family, at school, in work and in community life.
The Concept of Lifelong Education
The process of education can take place any time anywhere and anytime without any age limit. The statement is in accordance with the phrase "Education is Lifelong" or "Lifelong Education is in Unility All of Life". Such an idea has also been put forward by John Dewey that "Educational process has no end beyond itself in its own and end." 9
In this context, lifelong education refers to a reality, a new awareness, a new principle, and also a new hope that the educational process and educational needs take place throughout human life. Thus there is no "late", "too old" or "too early" to learn. 10 There are several reasons that provide the basis for the existence of the concept of lifelong education, among which is expressed by Paul Lengrand. In his book entitled "Introduction to Lifelong Education", Paul argues that the many challenges in varied forms and variations in both developed and developing countries require education to be formulated into lifelong education. These challenges include the rate of change, demographic 
(Q.S. al-A'raf: 172). 13
The testimony for God's oneness happens when a human is still in the womb. It is very rational that humans simply do not remember this important event. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah warned about the necessity of education that must be provided by parents. Rasulullah SAW. Said : "Every child is born in a holy state (true aqidah), then it is both parents who make her Jewish or Christian". (H.R. Bukhari). 14 Based the above elaboration, education at the level of faith actually occurs when a child is still in the womb and then continues in the hands of the parents after the child is born. In Islam, education can be said to have begun as early as when a person chooses his or her marriage partner.
This means that the preparation to educate children already begins during the process of selecting a wife or husband. 
Stages of Lifelong Education
The first place of learning for a human being is the family environment. This is the most important stage where a child begins to learn in her or his family. 16 Especially, Islam teaches that learning begins when a baby is still in his womb. In this concept, it is clear that Islam encourages its followers to always learn. A hadith explained: ____________ 15 Ahmad D. Marimba, Pengantar Filsafat Pendidikan Islam, Bandung : al-Ma'arif, 1962, h.32. 16 Uyoh Sadulloh, Pengantar Filsafat Pendidikan, (Bandung: Alfabeta, 2008) In this hadith it is clear that the role of parents in the family is very title as a Muslim is determined by one's declaration of two sentences of the Creed and how he or she implements them in their everyday life. 19 Every human child is blessed by Allah with tendencies to embrace Islam. In other words, he or she has been equipped with the seeds of tauhid. So the obligation of Muslim parents is to save the seeds of monotheism in their children by giving them the proper education of aqidah. The seeds of aqidah must be well watered, well nurtured and well cared for. They then are expected to grow and become fertile like a beautiful shady tree. Its roots plunge strongly into the ground, with its branches towering into the sky with fruits scattering all over to be enjoyed by everyone. This is the illustration of aqidah which has been successfully grown in a human's heart. All parents would want their children to grow up to be true Muslims. 20 To turn this into reality, parent must first become role models themselves who possess a true Muslim personality. Parents should not act hypocritically and at the same time expect their children to be pious.
Children are not inanimate objects that cannot judge. They are independent beings who have the same biological completeness as their parents. They have heart, mind, and wills. They do not like hypocrisy as the parents also do not like their children to be hypocrites. At this point, the concept of lifelong learning plays an important role because it is at this phase that a child will start looking for her identity, need to know her social world, and tend to have a desire to have more freedom. 23 Learning discipline, having supervision and attention by parents are very important so that the children can perform activities that are positive and develop normally.
d. Adult Education
The concept of lifelong education also holds that adulthood is an important phase in learning. At this phase a teenager who develops into an adult human begins to recognize his or her identity and begin to form certain characters. At this point, usually a person tends to stop learning, especially women after finishing their college life, after marriage, or having children.
At this phase one tends to be more concerned with family, work than learning although during this period learning can still be performed.
Therefore, in a family environment, parents should be able to make their children understand that learning is continuous process throughout their life, both formal and non formal.
e. Learning for Elderly in a Family Environment
The concept of education in Islam holds that learning does not recognize age limit, in accordance with the hadith stated above. Therefore, elderly must continue to learn although the learning may be confined to their family environment. At this point, it is not only parents who are supposed to teach their children, parents also need to do the learning themselves. Lifelong education is not only about learning but also about facilitating learning.
Parents who have a lot of knowledge will usually be wiser than others in making decisions regarding any problem faced in life.
C. Conclusions
Lifelong education is the process of continuous education which takes place indefinitely and begins from birth until the end of one's life.
Such education is conducted in formal and informal education settings. It exists in family life, schools, work places, and in community.
The purpose of lifelong human education is to develop human potentials in accordance with nature, to raise awareness that the process of growth and development of a human's personality is dynamic.
Lifelong education according to Islam is a concept that provides an understanding to everyone to continue to learn throughout the course of
